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RootsKids 8:30 & 10:30am

Adult Class 9:30am

Praise Service 10:30am

Element 412 Youth 10:30am

Communion on October 4

ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Good News
Our Mission:

To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World

Volume 3, Issue 244

SEPTEMBER 9, 2026

Church Council meets on Monday, September 21 at 6:30pm in Connections Café.
All are invited to attend!

What Is It We Do Here? 
 Sometimes I have people ask me, “Why do we need the Church?” They will tell me they can be spiritual without the 

church. They can believe in God and Jesus without being in the Church. But I question if you can really be Christian in the 
New Testament sense of the word without the body of Christ called the Church. 
 Someone on social media claimed this week that Jesus never said he was for organized religion. My response was, “What 

about the twelve Disciples?” When someone asks me if they need the church or if they have to be a part of the church to 
follow Jesus it feels a bit like someone saying, “I’d like to play baseball by myself.” Or, “Can I play football by myself? Do I 
really have to have a football team to play football?”
 Well, the obvious answer is, yes, you have to have a baseball or football team to play one of those sports. They are team 
sports, not individual sports.
 In the same way, being a Christian really is not an individual effort. Part of being a Christian is loving God. But that is only 
part if it. Part of being a Christian is believing in Jesus. But that is only a part of it. The rest of it is following Jesus and carrying 
the work and message of Jesus to your neighbors and your community.
 While we refer to the building on Mississippi Blvd as “Asbury UMC,” you all are Asbury UMC. Each and every member and 
participant in this congregation is Asbury UMC. A church is not one person. It is not the building. It is not the pastor or the 
church staff. It is all of us here, and as a church, we carry out the task of being Christians together.
 A solitary Christianity very quickly can just become a selfish Christianity that is all for my growth, or all for my benefit. But 
Jesus, through the Apostles, created a body of people called the Church to carry out the work in the world of helping people 
know God’s love. Every Christian, by their baptism, is called to be a part of the mission and ministry of the Church that God 
has created.
 Can I be a Christian without the Church? Well, not if you are a Christian who plans to be obedient to Christ. We need the 
Church; we need each other; and, we support and love each other and others.
 I am so glad you are a part of the body of Christ called Asbury UMC! Christ calls us together. We need each other. 

Serving Christ Together, Pastor Tim



• Office Hours  Asbury Office Hours are Monday-Friday, 8:00-Noon and afternoons by request. Please contact a staff member at 
home if you need assistance after hours.

• Newsletter Deadline Items for the next Good News should be in the office no later than 8:00am on Monday, September 21st.
• Thoughts of Sympathy  Our prayers are with Amanda & Kirk Mueller and family on the death of Amanda’s grandmother, 
Marge Geddes on September 3; and Ruth Baylor on the death of her daughter-in-law, Diane Baylor, on September 3.

• Chancel Choir  Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining the Asbury Choir! Rehearsals are every Wednesday at 7:15pm 
and we sing every Sunday in the 8:30am worship service. All are welcome!

• Hannah Circle  Join us on Tuesday, October 13th. Watch for details in the next newsletter. We will continue our yearly support 
of the Friendly Thrift Center with a holiday donation of Hats, Mittens, Gloves, Men’s Underwear, or any cold weather wear. 
Anyone wishing to shop early is welcome to begin bringing their gift to our gathering anytime in the next 3 months with the goal 
to deliver them in late November for the Holiday Season. 

• Rachel Circle will meet on Tuesday, October 13th at 6:30pm. More information in the next newsletter. Please plan to join us!
• Card Ministry will meet on Wednesday, October 14th at 6:30pm. To learn more, go to their Facebook page, the Asbury 
website or contact Alinda Littrel or Linda Dudgeon.

• Loom Crafters Update  The next meeting is Monday, September 14th at 6:30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in the fun!
• Craft & Chat Next meeting of this drop-in gathering is Saturday, September 19th, from 9:00-Noon in the Connections Café 
at Asbury. Bring your own supplies and work on any craft project you like or use the loom. Contact Michelle Bonney.

• LIFT - Ladies In Fellowship Together  Details can be found on their LIFT Facebook page. All women are invited!
• Asbury Men’s Group  Join us in person at the church on the second and fourth Saturday mornings of the month at 
7:45am. Contact Cliff Pim, Phil Paulson or the church office (563-355-5218) for more information or the ZOOM link.

Missions AIM (ASBURY IN MISSION) …. “DOING GOD’S WILL”

Publication News Published by Asbury  United Methodist Church, 1809 Mississippi Blvd., Bettendorf, IA  52722, Published Monthly, Issue  24

Bits and Pieces from Your Parish Nurse Team
Carol Jackson and Cheryl Ewert

THE NEXT BLOOD DRIVE IS MONDAY, 

JUNE 8TH.

THANK YOU for supporting our August Mission of the Month!!
We collected $1,025 for Hope at the Brick House to purchase school supplies

and collected shoes for Soles4Souls. You can learn more at Soles4Souls.org.

UPDATE! The Solar Water Well Project is Complete!!
Thanks to your help and support of the AIM/Stewards of Creation Innovation Africa Solar Water Well Mission of the Month for April, the 3,072 

community members living at Chilimani-Dzimwe Village in Malawi now have safe and clean water for the first time in their lives! Trainee’s new 

skills also will help with employment and project sustainability. Learn more at innoafrica.org.

September is Fall Awareness Month!
We have discussed this in the past, but it is always good to have reminders to help us be safe in our homes. In the next two letters, we will 

list some information that will be helpful for all of us. Tips for “Fall-Proofing” your home:

● In the Bathroom: use slip-resistant rugs or rubber mats adjacent to the bathtub, use a sturdy, plastic seat in the tub if you cannot lower 

yourself to the floor of the tub, install grab bars, replace glass enclosures with non-shattering material, keep a nightlight in the bathroom.

● In the Kitchen:  immediately clean up any liquids spilled on the floor; store necessary items with easy reach (do not stand on a chair to 

reach upper cabinets), remove throw rugs—use slip-resistant rugs.

● In the Bedroom:  place a lamp and flashlight near the bed, keep clutter off the floor; make sure clothes are easy to reach in the closet, 

use a nightlight along the route to the bathroom, sleep on a bed that is easy to get in and out of.

● In the Living Areas:  keep low tables footrests and plants out of the walking path, make sure all rooms are well-lit, consider installing 

motion or sound activated lights, remove all clutter from pathways, keep electric and phone cords out of walkways, replace chairs that are 

too low making them difficult to get out of, remove door sills higher than a half inch.

More information will be shared in the next Good News.  In the meantime:  BE SAFE
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