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Mark Your Calendar!
Community Hymn Sing at Asbury

July 19 at 3:00pm

Experiencing God through play can involve recognizing the divine in moments of joy, creativity, and connection. We know that 

God wants us to be joyful and enjoy His beautiful creation. Through play, we can experience God’s miraculous grace. When you 

engage in activities purely for the delight they bring, whether it's making art, exploring nature, or simply laughing with friends, 

you can tap into a sense of wonder that we experience as children. At VBS and youth events, kids partake in healthy 

competition and build connections to each other. Whenever we are experiencing the peace of a coloring page, or playing a card 

game with our family, God is with us, allowing a feeling of gratitude and spiritual connection to emerge naturally from the 

freedom of play.

Maggie Fioramonti and Jean Black Discipleship Team Leaders

Discipleship Moment…PLAY

We hope that you enjoyed the activities in the June Pathway Challenge. As we proceed through the year, we will 
explore the 7 areas of the Discipleship Pathway. This month we will explore the area of PLAY.

Focused on God’s Preferred Future
 Sometimes we think of summer as a slower time. In Iowa, it is a time where the sun is up longer, the grass grows long and 

green, we enjoy more outdoor activities, and in the church our ministry is different. 

 But it really is not a slow time! This summer we’ve had Vacation Bible School with 30 children and a similar number of 

adults. We’ve celebrated a 5th Sunday combined worship, and this Sunday enjoyed great music and worship post July 4 th with 

the DCamp family band. 

 Many of you have been enjoying the adult study with Phil Paulson. At the end of this month, I’ll be starting a study to round  

out the summer using Rachel Held Evans book “Inspired.” It is a book that explores the Bible, what it means and does not 

mean for the Bible to be inspired, and how we let scripture speak to our lives. I hope you’ll join me in this study or at least pick 

up a free copy of the book for your own reading. Rachel’s words and ideas are engaging and thoughtful!

 As we fly through the summer, we are also looking ahead to the ministry that God wants our church to be doing with 

persons of all ages. One of the church’s primary goals is to grow in our ministry with younger adults, youth, and children. In 

recognition of that goal, the Staff Parish Relations Committee has created a new staff position, which we will begin taking 

applications for shortly.

 The new position is called “Director of Youth and Family Ministries.” This position combines duties from the former Youth 

Director and Engagement Director positions into one full-time position to focus squarely on youth and engage them and their 

families in our church. 

 The SPRC and church leadership believe that God’s preferred future for Asbury UMC is that we are a church that is multi-

generational, meeting the needs of each age group and building relationships between all the generations, so that, as the 

body of Christ in this place, we minister together as one family in Christ. We hope this new focused position helps us toward 

that goal! 

 While summer is different, it certainly is not slow! I’m excited for all the new ministry ideas and plans that we are pursuing 

now and into the future!

Blessings, Pastor Tim



• Office Hours  Asbury Office Hours are Monday-Friday, 8:00-Noon and afternoons by request. Please contact a staff member at 
home if you need assistance after hours. 

• Newsletter Deadline Items for the next Good News should be in the office no later than 8:00am on Monday, July 27. 
• Friendly Thrift Center is in need of men’s size 3XL, plastic hangers, jewelry (especially earrings), boy’s tops & bottoms, bras, 
travel size shampoo, lotion, etc., bed pillows, queen sheets & sleeping bags. Your donations are always appreciated! There is a 
bin on the lower level at Asbury near the elevator where you may leave your items.

• Communion Volunteers Needed! Please contact Meg Larson or the church at 563-355-5218 if you can help!
• Hannah Circle  Join us on Tuesday, July 14th at 11:30am at Biaggi’s, 5195 Utica Ridge Rd., Davenport. All women are 
welcome to join us for lunch, fun and fellowship!

• Rachel Circle will meet on Tuesday, July 14th at 6:00pm for dinner at Trattoria Tiramisu (corner of 18th St. & State St., 
Bettendorf). Please come join us and continue to meet more new friends or catch up with those you met at Created for 
Connection. Call the church office to make a reservation. We look forward to seeing all of you again!

• Card Ministry  Next meeting will be on Wednesday, August 12th at 6:30pm. To learn more, go to their Facebook page, the 
Asbury website or contact Alinda Littrel or Linda Dudgeon.

• Loom Crafters Update  Thank you everyone for your generous donations of plastic bags for the sleeping mats. We have made 
8 mats so far and are continuing to meet the second Monday of each month. Thank you to the Cub Scout Troop for making 5 
mats at summer camp. The next meeting is Monday, July 13th at 6:30pm. Everyone is welcome to join in the fun!

• Craft & Chat Next meeting of this drop-in gathering is Saturday, July 18th, from 9:00-Noon in the Connections Café at 
Asbury. Bring your own supplies and work on any craft project you like or come and help make a sleeping mat for those in need! 
Contact Michelle Bonney.

• LIFT - Ladies In Fellowship Together  Details of dates and events can be found on their LIFT Facebook page. You may also 
contact Jenny Bloomquist, Julia Hensch, or Stephanie Pim.  All women are invited!

• Asbury Men’s Group  Join us in person at the church on the second and fourth Saturday mornings of the month at 
7:45am. Contact Cliff Pim, Phil Paulson or the church office (563-355-5218) for more information or the ZOOM link.

• Asbury Foundation  Thank you to Brimeyer’s, Greg Olson and Mike Reed, for their recent gifts to the Asbury Foundation. For 
information on how you can guarantee a strong future for the life and ministry of Asbury through a gift to the Foundation, please 
contact John Rabine or the church office. This is a thoughtful way to honor your birthday or other special occasions!
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Bits and Pieces from Your Parish Nurse Team
Carol Jackson and Cheryl Ewert

THE NEXT BLOOD DRIVE IS MONDAY, 

JUNE 8TH.

   Thank you to all the Asbury members who, for many years, have volunteered to staff the

    Churches United Food Pantry one day each month. The Food Pantry is located in the

    Bettendorf Community Center, 2204 Grant Street. Donations are accepted at Asbury.

Thank you to Teri & Jerry Bishop, Diana & Chuck Mahoski and Patti & Steve Sorensen for serving the Zion Meal in July!

BETTENDORF FOOD PANTRY & SOLES4SOULS ARE THE AIM MISSIONS OF THE MONTH!

Soles4Souls is a national charity that collects new and used shoes 

and repurposes them for those in need. Please donate your gently 

used shoes in the “shoebox” at the Mission Center near the elevator 

during July. Contact Michelle Swinney for more information.

Thank you!

It’s summer.  It’s Iowa.  It’s hot and humid!
We just had a stretch of that heat last week but there’s certain to be more—it’s Iowa, it’s July, the corn is growing and 

creating a lot of moisture! It’s called “corn sweat”. The corn pulls moisture from the soil and pushes that into the atmosphere 

through a process called evapotranspiration. This phenomenon can release up to 5,000 gallons of water per acre daily, 

drastically spiking dew points and creating a tropical effect. We call it humidity. It makes it feel VERY hot!

Key Strategies for Heat Safety:
Hydrate Constantly:  drink water before you feel thirsty.

Dress Properly:  wear loose, lightweight, light-colored clothing,

Find air Conditioning:  if not at home, look for public places that are cool.

Know the Warning Signs:  Heat exhaustion starts with heavy sweating, dizziness and nausea. If these symptoms escalate 

to high body temperature, confusion or loss of consciousness, (heat stroke) call 911 immediately.

Protect Others:  never leave children, older adults or pets in a closed parked vehicle.
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